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Economy — Society — Environment
Sustaining our Future
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The Chamber has been a champion of sustainable development for many
years and we forged the Business Charter on Sustainable Development in
1992. In 2003 we began the practice of publishing a biennial Sustainability
Report as part of the Annual Report. This is the forth Sustainability Report by
the Chamber, covering the years 2008 and 2009.
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» At the community level, the
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Economy: Our business is the people business
Promoting the economy is the Chamber's core business — this

Annual Report gives a detailed account of how the Chamber
champions a sustainable Hong Kong through promoting
economic prosperity. Of particular relevance, in terms of
sustaining our future, is the Chamber's work in "the people
business:" enhancing the workforce of today and tomorrow.

Besides acting as the "voice of business" in education and
manpower policies (described elsewhere in this Annual Report),
in a practical way, the Chamber reaches out to the "workforce of

tomorrow" through the Business/School Partnership Programme.

Initiated by the Chamber Manpower Committee, in collaboration
with the Association of English Medium Secondary Schools, the
programme comprises a range of activities such as executive
talks, company tours, mock interviews, student internships and
school visits, to enhance students' exposure to the business
environment and enable them to experience practical use of
English in the workplace. In 2008 and 2009, the programme

was supported by 46 companies and secondary schools.

The "HKGCC Graduate Trainee Campaign 2009" called upon
the business community to create trainee positions for recent
graduates in view of the difficult economic situation last year.
Companies were encouraged to provide genuine on-the-job

training opportunities for recent university graduates for at least

12 months which brought about mutual benefits for both parties.

Over 150 companies contributed close to 1,000 vacancies
within a year.

As the voice of business, the
Chamber provides regular input on
various matters of public interest.
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Chamber remained the sole
sponsor of the "Good Citizen
Award" organized by the Police
Force since 1973.
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Society: We care
To help with relief efforts following the deadly earthquake that

sadly claimed so many lives in Sichuan Province, China, on May
12, 2008, the Chamber presented a cheque for HK$1 million
dollars to the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government
in the HKSAR.

In 2009, the Chamber visited Chung Hwa Travel Service to
present a donation of HK$200,000 to help with relief efforts for
victims of Typhoon Morakot, which killed hundreds of people in
Taiwan and left thousands homeless.

The Chamber has long supported the Caring Company Scheme,
organized by the Hong Kong Council for Social Service. Through
the Scheme, "Caring Company" or "Caring Organisation"

logos are awarded to qualified companies or organizations in
recognition of good corporate citizenship. The Chamber itself

was awarded the Caring Organisation logo.

To increase awareness of the under privileged in Hong Kong, the
Chamber organized a visit to the impoverished West Kowloon
areas for members to experience the living conditions and

unique street culture there. We also made a donation to the

local community NGOs striving for change.
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To increase awareness of the under privileged
in Hong Kong, the Chamber organized a visit
to the impoverished West Kowloon areas.
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Besides corporate citizenship, at the community level, the
Chamber remained the sole sponsor of the "Good Citizen
Award" organized by the Police Force. Since 1973, more than

3,600 citizens have received the honour.

As the voice of business, the Chamber provides regular input on
various matters of public interest through the participation of its
members and senior executives in more than 60 public sector
advisory bodies - a significant contribution to public affairs.

Environment: The green Chamber in action
Project Clean Air, initiated by the Chamber with the Business
Coalition on the Environment, marked an important milestone
at the Business for Clean Air Conference in November 2006,
at which the Chief Executive Donald Tsang signed the Clean Air
Charter on behalf of the HKSAR Government. The Project has
been gaining momentum and is looking into environmental
issues on a broader perspective, from local air pollution to
regional pollution to global warming.

The Chamber initiated an
EcoSmart series of events to
facilitate corporate and individual
behavioral changes towards
green business practices and low
carbon lifestyles.
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Although Hong Kong's contribution to global greenhouse gas
emissions is comparatively small, as a cosmopolitan city and a
member of the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group, we have
a part to play in supporting the global effort in combating climate
change. The Chamber began raising awareness with a series of
roundtable luncheons that explored carbon opportunities and
challenges, including carbon trading, carbon audits for buildings,
building energy codes and renewable energy. In line the United
Nations Climate Change Conference in November 2009, the
Chamber initiated an EcoSmart series of events to facilitate
corporate and individual behavioral changes towards green
business practices and low carbon lifestyles. We also partnered
with the Climate Change Business Forum to publish a useful
book called a "Business Guide for Emission Reduction."

Within the secretariat, the Chamber's own efforts on energy
conservation have been reducing energy and resource usage.
Staff have taken as habit 14 guidelines on energy saving and as
a result have made significant savings on electricity consumption.

Despite being a paper-intensive office, we continued to stress

the need to reduce paper usage through reuse and recycling.
In 2008 and 2009, we collected a total of 19,491 kg of paper,

equivalent to saving a forest of 331 trees.
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