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Appendix 

Proposals to Enhance the Building Plans Approval Process: 
 

1. Align key development parameters with respect to such aspects as gross floor area, site 
coverage, building height, and sustainable building design across the Planning 
Department (“PD”), Lands Department (“LD”) and Buildings Department (“BD”) when 
vetting building plans (please refer to the table below for detailed suggestions). 
 

2. Require the LD to provide feedback on decisions for building plans in respect of lease 
conditions without having applicants obtain prior approval from the BD. 

3. Simplify and combine the two-stage design, disposition and height approval process 
conducted by the Building Plan Unit (“BPU”) and District Lands Office of the LD. 

4. Increase manpower at the BPU and BD to help expedite the process of approving building 
plans. 

5. Maintain regular dialogue between stakeholders and key government departments (such 
as the PD, LD and BD) to collectively identify technical issues, narrow differences and 
resolve problems. 

Key development 
parameters 

Proposals 

a. Gross floor area - Use the definition of gross floor area (“GFA”) as 
specified in Building (Planning) Regulation (“B(P)R”) 
23(3) and 23A and in accordance with the BD’s 
practice of measuring GFA in buildings. It is noted that 
the PD has generally followed the BD’s practice (see 
Joint Practice Note No. 4) while the LD has a different 
interpretation of some key development control 
parameters.  

- Exempt the inclusion of “pedestrian links” and certain 
uses such as GIC functions in measuring GFA as 
currently required in the B(P)R. We note that 
exemptions are already being practised in the case of 
lease conditions for some buildings, especially those 
involving modern leases.  

 
b. Site coverage - Apply the BD’s practice to define and measure site 

coverage.  
 

c. Building height  - Apply the definition as specified in B(P)R 23(1) and in 
accordance with the BD’s practice of measuring 
building height. 

 
d. Sustainable building 

design 
- Apply the compliance standard as specified in the BD’s 

Practice Notes for Authorized Persons APP-152 
(“PNAP APP-152”) in fulfilling the requirement on 
building separation.  

- Align the definition and calculation of greenery areas 
by referring those set out under PNAP APP-152. 

 


